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OP  AGRICULTURE 


^HODSEKEIPERS'  CHAT 


Thursday,  Sept,  15,  1932 
(FOR  BEOjUDCAST  USE  OKLY) 


Satject:  "Three  Good  Ways  of  Removing  Std.ns."  Information  from  the  Bureau  of 
Home  Econorracs.      U.  S.  D.  A. 


Little  things  often  make  "big  dents  in  the  family  poclcetbook —  even  such 
little  things  as  spots  and  sta  ns,  rips  and  tears,  dar.iage  from  poor  laundering 
or  careless  cleaning  of  clothing  or  household  fabrics.    Did  you  ever  consider  what 
an  important  place  textiles  talce  on  the  family  budget?    They  include  not  only 
clothes  for  the  family—a  good-sized  exponso  item  in  themselves,  bat  also  all  the 
fabrics  used  around  the  house,  the  table  linen,  bed  linen,  towels,  curtains,  fur- 
niture covers,  and  so  on. 

The  textile  experts  tell  me  that  the  mils  of  the  United  States  turn  out 
each  year  about  thirty-six  million  square  yards  of  cotton  table  dai.xislc  al one . 
Then,  when  you  add  to  those  36  million  yards  of  new  table  damask  all  the  fine  im- 
ported linens  and  the  tablecloths  and  napkins  treasured  for  generations,  you  see 
that  the  women  of  America  have  qiite  a  job  on  their  hands  to  keep  all  those  fabric* 
in  §Dod  condition.    Even  with  the  best  of  care,  the  loss  through  poor  laundering 
and  stains  and  tears  is  tremendous.    And  table  linen  is  just  one  of  the  many  tex- 
tiles used  in  the  houslohold. 

We  housekeepers,  whose  job  it  is  to  make  the  family  pockotbook  stretch  as 
fox  as  possible,  want  to  loaow  how  to  prolong  the  life  of  all  these  fabrics.  For- 
tuna.toly,  over  at  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  we  have  a  good  many  friends  to 
help  us  on  that  problem.    For  exarjple,  Miss  Margaret  Furry  over  there  is  a  tex- 
tile chenist  and  has  made  a  special  study  of  taking  stains  out  of  fabrics.  That»s 
a  practical  application  of  cheaiiistry  in  the  home,  isn«t  it? 

Stain  removal  is  a  good-sized  subject  for  anyone  to  deal  with.    One  bul- 
letin I've  seen  lists  over  a  hundred  different  stains  that  we  may  get  on  our 
fabrics  in  the  course  of  everyday  use.    But  toda.y  we»ll  talk  about  just  a  few  of 
tne  r.Tost  troublesome  ones.    And  weUl  get  Ivtiss  Furry* s  advice  on  how  to  deal  with 
them, 

Qp-estions  are  still  coming  in  about  fruit  stains.    What»s  the  best  way 
to  take  out  fruit  stains,  mad'?  bj'-  berries  or  grapes? 

Miss  Furry  says  that  that  depends  on  what  kind,  of  fabric  the  fruit  stain 
is  on.    Is  it  white  or  is  it  colored?    And  is  it  cotton,  linen,  s^Hk,  wool  or 
rc-jonl    If  the  fabric  is  white  and  if  it  is  cotton  or  linen,  you  can  blcarh  out 
the  stain  with  little  or  no  trouble.    Suppose  now  that  one  of  the  tablecloths  we 
just  mentioned  is  badly  stained  with  dark  purp:,e  fruit  juice. 

Boiling  water  poured  down  on  that  stain  from  a  height  will  drive  it  out, 
j  if  the  stain  is  fresh  and  has  never  been  laundcired.    You'll  need  a  bowl  to 
stretch  the  stained  fabric  over.    Set  the  bowl  on  the  floor,  stretch  the  fabric 
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over  it,  then,  standing  atove,  poui'  boiling  water  from  the  tea  kettle  dowi  on  it. 
TliA  hmt  and  the  force  of  the  water  ;vill  first  change  the  purple  to  blue  and 
then  grad)ially  fade  the  stnin  out. 

But,  if  youtve  made  the  mistake  of  pitting  the  stain  into  soap  suds,  then, 
more  thoji  likely,  you»ll  have  to  use  a  chemical  bleach.    lAiss  Furry  savs  she  al- 
ways keeps  a  supply  of  oxalic  acid  on  hand.    She  Ixiys  it  in  white  crystals  and 
then  just  dissolves  a  few  of  these  crystals  in  water  when  she  needs  to  use  the 
acid,    ^-hen  you»re  bleaching  a  spot,  apply  some  of  this  oxalic  acid  solution  to 
tne  stain,  let  it  stand  a  few  nlnutes  and  then  pour  on  boiling  water.    Keep  this 
up  until  all  traces  of  the  stain  are  gone.    Then  rinse  in  clear  water  and  wash 
the  whole  cloth  well  in  soap  and  water  to  remove  every  bit  of  ocid.    Or,  even 
better,  pit  a  few  drops  of  aianonia  on  the  spot  after  rinsing, 

f,..      ^}  '^'^'^  ""^"^^  ^^"^  "^""^  ^^^e      ^sk  right  here.    You  are  wondering  why  all 
this  effort  IS  needed  to  remove  every  bit  of  the  acid.    Well,  if  the  acid  is 

with  Thot  iion  ^^"^  ^'^^'^  ^""^  pressed 

^Jif-'^t  ''^  ftf^         chemists,  maybe  yould  like  to  have  me  spell  out  the 
rZerZr     is      ^^f^^^^^S       ^-    ^cm  iidght  like  to  jot  it  dovm  somewhere  to 
ZTT     .  it's  sp-elled  0-x-a.l-i-c.    Of  course,  that  is 

Z\lt  °f  J  good  bleach  for  home  use,    javelle  water,  which  you  can  either  buy 
or  make  at  home,  is  another  good  bleach.    But  oxalic  ad.  d  is  cheap  and  easy  to 
jZ'eliTt7fl^        T        1^^°  on  white  cotton,  linen,  silk  or  wool. 

^olf  }^  ^"^^^  ^^i*^  ^^tton  or  linen,  but  it 

rots  silk,  wool  and  some  kinds  of  rayon. 

word  "-nn?L^^^ f^^       ^""^^^  ^"^"^  °^  ^^^i^  ^^^^^  crystals  with  the 

^  T    t  .  f  °^  ""^^^"^  ^^^^^""^  ^y°n^  And  keep  it  out  of 

reacn  oi  the  children. 


Is  oxalic  acid  a  good  bleach  for  peach  std  ns? 


of 


/t^o       Miss_  Furry  sighed  at  the  mention  of  peadi  stans,    Theyare  difficult  because 
V     y'^'tl       P^^ohes.    But  soalcing  a  fabric  stained  by  peaches  in  warm  glycerine 
t?'    "'h         ™5*  loosened,  you  c.^  apply  an  oxalic  acid  solu- 

tion ..Id  nnse  and  neutralize  with  ar:Tr.ionia,    Of  course,  this  method  is  for  peadi 
stains  on  v^ite  cotton  or  linen;    On  colored  goods,  follow  the  glycerine  with  de- 
natured alcohol,  not  mth  oxalic  acid. 

wa^  ^ycLrnHath:    '^'"^  ^'"""^^^  ^'^'^^  - 

^'^e've  often  mentioned  mildew  as  one  of  the  most  troublesome  of  warav- 
weatner  stains,    ^en  nlldew  goes  deep  into  a  fabric,  the  stain  is  ni^ty  hard  to 
nlZ     ^^r         ""^^^^^^^^^^  is  a  Icind  of  r^ld  that  grows  right  in  the  textile 
11  ores.    Try  soap  and  water  and  sunshine  on  rildew  first.      If  those  don't  do  the 
business    use  oxali^  acid.    For  a  shower  curtain  badly  nildewed,  soak  the  whole 
linina  m  Javelle  water, 

big  snudge  of  car  grease  on  it.    Miss  Furry  sc^s  that's  an  easier  problem  than 
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the  peach  stains.    On  the  peach  stains  we  had  to  use  a  "bleach     But  n..  th. 

^  Thft^e  Te.iT'''''  '"'^'^  ioosen'^trhi-o.if :.:L:^:it^^-^ 
la.,  j'l  i:^TT^  orcSht^:L::s;.^^^^^     —  ^^^^  - 

carry  cJ^ho^tetli^,:  o^'c'rhoTt'S^.'"  '""l^T'  ^"^"^ 

r-i«d.e.       Of  cou^^P    f^?  """^  C~a.r-h«o-n..  t.e.t~r^.^c-h-l-#- 

3at  this  is  L^e^ioliv?'       •''if  "^^"^^  mteriols  that  dissolve  grease, 

the  color  run.  non^mtloamahle  and  fairly  cheap.    And  it  never  nialces 

serene  o«Vr  So  S  ™f '"^f °'  ^1-=*. 
aide  vvorfc  ll^lTrZ^ ■  '1^°  fabric  over  cmd  fron  the  und;r 

cle.^ai  soft  rags^d  rto^u^        «         \  ^"^^"^  ♦'^'^^        »f  the 

ss  and  pick  up  all  the  black  you  can.    Apply  oore  lard  and  repeat, 

oloan  ■p.TXTlillZ^Lll  tl^o  solvent.    Tuin  the  .pot  face  dom  on  a  soft 

mp  the  swt  in  a  snT?  i?^.  ""^^^  J'^^*^       '^"^  tetrachloride, 

to  use  en-^^.    ^h:^/^^*^^  the^tetr^hloride  if  necessary  and  don-t  be  afraid 

dirt  in,  instead  of  worldj^  f^m  tZ^l  "  stan  removal.    They  rub  the 

pad.    ^d  they  don-t  JeZo'^^TlT^^l^  Sltnf."  ^  ^ 

"listened":- tf  the'letr^tlJjf,:'''  ?h  tf^*''"'^"  °"  "^^'^  -  =l°th 

^y.    If  a  ring  does  sh^  Ihafs  to  prevent  a  ring,    ihen  shake  the  spot 

the   finish  in  the  ?ata°o'tSt.f  b.rt  ^'^"^  "'^  P"^=^Wy  just 

out  the  line.  ^''^^  displaced.    And  you  can  often  biush  or  rub 

on  a  whiS  geoiftrb^^^se'thrsLeXr^*"'^  ™*  ^^""^'■^  °^  ^^^^ 

on  li^/?il^'„:?trij:  Tso^farpfsSbl^'^^r  ''h"'^  ^^^^'^  " 
sprin!d,es  them  with  Preach  chalTnr  t  i  f  tlie  spots,  she 

i»vvder  with  carbon  tetr^o^I^e  °f  *f ^^^l^-    Sometin.es  she  mixes  the  T,hite 

or  the  dry  powder  stann^?he^o!so  Zts  for     ^'^f',  '^^^ 
she  sliakes  off  the  powder    th^  spots  for  several  hours  or  overnight,  fflion 

i^vo  to  use  a  llqald  Ioiv;nt  onT^t^  go  with  it.    Even  for  larger  spots  that  you 
eests  this  absorS  treltmenroLt  J^r         J'  *°  »^t  she 

■cterial,  the  powder  ZTiZ\T/r^°    '^**-°°l°f«<l  thin  fabrics.    On  a  dark 
V    ^     wDULa  ±enve  a  conspicuous  white  naifc. 

So:-,,\-  gven  us  the  ^  .,,3  of  t.Mng  stains  out 

icid,  Javelle  water,  or  some  othpr  ^  •     .  S-f     ,   ^"^"^  ''''  ^  each^-oxalic 

II  need  a  solvent.  ^Xf^ItJa^'oS^d?"?? oS'^nv'^f  \^         ^^^'^  ^^^-^-^^  -Pote, 
loj-  as  fire  risk  is  conceme^rTh^  fo?  l^JZ^-^^  ^"^J^^^^  ^^'^  safest 
■abrics,  an  absorbent  is  the  thiV^r  tJi  !    ^.^T^  °^  "^^^^^^ 

2^  ^  ^se  tolcun  powder  or  French  chalk. 

|toin  and  the  fabEic\hrSSr-?fen*SglS^?f  1.?^         ^ood  rules.  First,study  your 
^orcung  to  the  character  of  the  Spot    Lcn^i  Sn*  ^-^^  ablorbe^trSl 

toans,  the  easier  they  will  corJ^^ut.  at  those  .  • 

Tomorrow:     "Cooking  Chicken." 


